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should look down upon the misguided youth who had thrown
the bomb. He probably looked upon Gandhiji as an enemy of
Hinduism. After all, had not the Gita said that whenever
there was an evil-minded person damaging religion, God sent
some one to put an end to his life ? That celebrated verse had
a special meaning. The youth should realize that those who
differed from him were not necessarily evil. The evil had no
life apart from the toleration of good people. No one should
believe that he or she was so perfect that he or she was sent by
God to punish evil-doers, as the accused seemed to flatter
himself he was.
He (Gandhiji) had heard that the youth had without per-
mission occupied a masjid for lack of other accommodation and
now that the police were getting all mosques evacuated? he-
resented the act. It was a wrong thing on his part to have occu-
pied the masjid in the first place and it was doubly wrong to-'
defy the authorities, who asked him to vacate it.
Ill Serving Hinduism
To those who were at the back of the youth, he would
appeal to desist from such activity. That was not the way to
save Hinduism. Hinduism could be saved only by Gandhiji's.
method. Gandhiji had practised Hinduism from early child-
hood. His nurse had taught him to invoke Rama when he
feared evil spirits. Later on he had come in contact with
Christians, Muslims and others and, after making a fair study
of other religions, had stuck to Hinduism. He was as firm ill-
Ms faith today as in his early childhood. He believed God
would make him an instrument of saving the religion that he
loved, cherished and practised. In any case, one had to have-
constant practice and acquaintance with the fundamentals of
religion before being qualified for '-becoming God's instrument.
Pity the Rorafe Thrower
Continuing Gandhiji said that some Sikh friends came and
said that he (Gandhiji) should not think that the Sikhs had'
anything to do with the deed. He knew, that the youth was not
a Sikh. But what did it matter whether he was a Sikh or a
Hindu or a Muslim ? He wished well to all perpetrators. He
had told the Inspector General of Police also, not to harass bin*